London Policing Ethics Panel
Minutes of Meeting

Monday, 13 July 2026

Membership

Professor Suzanne Shale (Chair)
Professor Jyoti Belur

Professor Ben Bradford

Professor Jennifer Brown (apologies)
Abdul Hye Miah

Observers
Natasha Plummer, MOPAC
Chief Inspector Ben Smith, MPS

Al in the MPS

1. The Panel reviewed the recommendations in the final draft of their report “Al in the
Metropolitan Police Service” and approved its publication on 17 July 2026.

MPS Use of Drones

2. The Chair advised that the Panel had been approached by the MPS to consider any
ethical issues that might arise from its use of drones as first responders. The Chair
has had an initial discussion with the MPS about the use, in a limited number of
boroughs, of drones as first responder. The MPS has invited the Panel to observe a
drone deployment.

3. The Panel discussed the information they need to fully understand how the drones
operate and what they are used for, which they will follow-up with the MPS. They
also had an initial consideration of potential ethical issues, using the Panel’s Ethics
Matrix! as a starting point.

The Panel’s next meeting will be on 14 September 2026
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http://www.policingethicspanel.london/uploads/4/4/0/7 /44076193 /ethical_foundations_for_policing_policy_d
evelopment_march_2022.pdf
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